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READING COMPREHENSION

T h'e_:_-COmizng,:of'_lndepe_-rid_énce ,_ Fa

. Complete the cause-effect chain below by filling in the missing causes and

effects.
Causes and Effects of the Revolutionary War
CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE
End of French- » costly British .
Indian War troops stay in
America
EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE
¢ British acts/taxes * American .
. outrage ¢ Committees of
| ® Britishrefusalto | Correspondence
g back down "| * mob violence
[ ]
EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE
¢ British Intoler- ¢  American * Declaration of
able Acts resistance Rights
. » Stricter British
™ . > measures
EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT/CAUSE EFFECT
¢ Second Conti- . s State
nental Congress » TFirst US. Gov- Constitutions
ernment + REVOLUTION-
> > ARY WAR
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READING COMPREHENSION (continued)

he gdmithf Independence S :‘:_:t. 3

2. Complete the chart below by writing the definition and most important detail
of each feature.

Common Features of State Constitutions

Popular sovereignty .

L ]

Limited government .

[ ]

Civil rights and liberties .

®

Separation of powers and .
checks and balances

L]
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. A History ofUS

Webisode 1. Introduction

Independence

For a century and a half Britain, the mother country, and the North American
colonies, her children, were as close as a parent and chiidren could be. What
happened to change that relationship? Perhaps the colonies outgrew childhood

and wanted the independence that adults enjoy,

Tﬁe trouble began after the French and Indian War, which left Britain with

tremendous debt. Why shouldn't the colonists pay some of that debt? To the
colonists, the answer was easy: they shouldn't have to pay for it because they
had no representation in the British Parliament that levied the taxes for the
colonists to pay.

To be subject to laws in which they had no voice amounted to tyranny. Tyranny
was exactly what many colonists, or their parents or grandparents, had risked
all to escape. The colonists, even those who had not come from England,
expected all the rights of Englishmen. They expected most of all the freedom to
govern themselves,

. Parliament tried to tax sugar and tea. It tried to place a stamp tax on all printed

documents. The colonists resisted these taxes with increasing vehemence.
Citizens of Boston emptied British tea into the harbor. Britain responded with
more oppressive acts, which only served to unite the colonies. The First
Continental Congress met in 1774 to draft a formal protest,

In 1775, Patrick Henry expressed the indignation of many who untif this time
considered themselives British subjects. He called for coionists to place their
loyalties and their fives on the line for liberty. ,

That is exactly what the delegates to the Second Continental Congress did on
July 4, 1776. By then, colonists had died for the Patriotic cause at Lexington and
Concord. Fifty-five men, representing the thirteen cofonies, placed their
signatures on the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson's immortal
document.

In signing, they risked their lives and fortunes. Never before had coionies
thrown off the rule of a mother country. Thomas Paine expressed the spirit of
the American Revolution: "We have it in our\ power to begin the world again.”

«

s
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7 PHILADELPHlA Ju!y 47,712775 -in Ianguaée f:ertéiﬁ tomspu'e bétri;.f.s.-éna gaH the

King and’ Engfand, a Declaration of Independence was adopted today by the Continentai
Congress. The Deciaration is the defiant culmination of years of struggle between the new
nation and its former protector. In ringing terms it lists the causes of the split, as well as
describing the principles on which the new nation intends to govern itself, ("We hold these
truths to be seif-evident, that all Men are created equal , , .") ‘

Virginian Thomas Jefferson is credited with principal
authorship of the document, with help from John
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and
Robert Livingston. The document affirms Congress'
July 2 decision to part with Great Britain. :

To some, Jefferson's language sounds like a creed for
future generations of Americans. Others wonder if his
stirring words will apply to all Americans, or just those
moast directly served by the all-white, all-male,
all-propertied members of the 2nd Continental
Congress.

What is certain is that Congress has _corr?e along way
since it first gathered In Philadelphia in the fall of 1774,
Few of its members then could have guessed that it was about to lead America into this -
decisive and seemingly irrevocable break with England.

Declaration Signers

7o a degree, Congress' hand was forced, Tension between British troops occupying Boston
and the citizens of that city were bound to erupt, as they did a year ago last spring at '
Lexington and Concord. A subsequent engagement at Bunker Hill made it doubly hard to

"uncross the Rubicon."
) A
The King himseif seemed to be encouraging a figt. A final Congressional entreaty to peace

last year was answered in cold language by George IIl. "The lines have been drawn,“ he
_wrote. "Blows must decide.* Co :

l ‘; ‘ N .
Still it took a wildly successful pamphlet by unknown writer, Thomas Paine to push the

* collective consciousness toward independence. Common Sense spoke in plain English to

the hundreds of thousands of Americans who read it. "We have it in our power to begin the
world anew," Paine wrofgé;. ' ‘ :

By the spring of this year}ghe idea of independence had caught fire throughout the colonies.
Royal governments were ousted one after another up and down the eastern seaboard, and
colonial assemblies began drafting their own constitutions. The idea of freedom seem to
intoxicate everyone.

Americans are now faced with the consequences of their action. British troops have
withdrawn from Boston and are said to be on their way to New York. General George

_Washington and the Continental Army are marching there to greet them, Only time will tell

whether the force of Jefferson's language will be matched by American force in the field.
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READING CDMPREENSIUN -
‘The Coming of Independence 2

Directions: Fill in the charts below in the space provided.

‘1. Complete the chart below by filling in the date that each
congress met and the purpose of each.

Purpose/Action‘s

First Continental
Congress

Second Continental
Congress

2. Summarize the three sections of the Declaration of Independence
in the chart below.

Section Summary -

First section

Middle section

Last section
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READING COMPREHENSION (continued)

The Coming of Independence 2

3. List the common features of state constitutions.

Common Features of State Constitutions

al

c.

/"_‘\
. \_/

4. Why were these early state constitutions important?
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American Government - Civics

Understanding The Declaration of Independence

1. Ixyfain the parts qf the DO

a. Preamble:
b. Declaration (j" Natural Rigﬁts:
c. List cf Grievances (27):

d. The Resolution of Q’ndéyenaﬁmce:
e. Sﬁ’l’)zﬁﬂér”?ﬁ”& of b (pispichs Seop0 rﬁn{f‘ The Do

2. Translate the The Preamble of the DO1:

Nt This
(h Yoo
mi’/k-
Lords «I

In )ife ..

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for

one yeoyﬁa to dissolve the yoﬁ'ticaf bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the
earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of
nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the

causes which imjoef them to the sqoamtion.
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Part 2:

American Government - Civics
Interpretation of the DOT
T

1

i

the Declaration of Natural Rights - “Translate” this section of

the DO and put the text “into your own words” as a group!

»

We hold these triiths to be seIf—ewdent that all men are created equal,

that they aré endowed by their-Creator with' Certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, leert:}r and the’ Pursult of Happmess That to
secure these- nghts, Governments are instituted 4 among Men, dermng their
just powers from the consent of the governed ‘That whenever any Form

of Government becomes destructive of these ends it'is the Right of the
People to alter or to abohsh it; and to institute new. Government Iaylng its
foundation on'sich prrnc1ples and organizing its powers in such form, as
to them:shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happr 8.
dernice, indeed; will dictate that, Governments long established sk ouldnot
be changed for hght and tran51ent catises; and. accordmgly all'y experience .
hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to’ suffer, while evils‘are suf-
ferable; than to rlght themselves by abohshmg the forms fo; Whlch-‘they are
accustomed. But ‘when a long trairi of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the'same- Obj nces a de51gn to reduce them under.absolute
Despotism, it is their: rrght itis their duty, to throw: off such Government
and to provide new Guards for thelr future security. -
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American Government - Civics

P01 Grievances

Iuter?rekatious

* Gerievance #
* Actual Wording of Grievance:

* Ih&erpre&akiov\/ Trawmslokion:

* Grrievance #
* Actual Wording of Grievance:

* Iuke.rprel:a!:iou/ Tronslokion:

* Grrievoance #
* Actual Wording of Grievance:

* Ihl:erprel:ah‘.oh/"l'mustal:i.on:

* Grrievance #
* Actual Wording of Grievance:

* Iuterpretatiou/’!‘mustn&iou:
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Nome: ___ Date:

American Government — (ivies
“7he Desolution of Jpdependence”

Read the last paragraphs of the Declaration of Jndependence and write your
translation/interpretation of fefferson’s words. T7hen answer the checkpoint
questions.

_every act Wh1ch may deﬁ
free People ' :

acquiesce in the necessﬁy,'
then, as we hold the rest: of man ]

for the rectltude Of our i
of the good People of the
these Umted Colomes are :

Britain, is. and ought to b : totally d1ssolved a.nd that as Fnee
pendent States, they have'full Power to Ievy War, conclude P
Alliances, establish Comirierce; a.nd to'do all other Acts and
In;dependent States may of right do. - ‘ndffor the support of
ration, with a ﬁrm rehance 11 the p otecti 1 Prov
mutually pledge to each other our Lwes, our: Fortunes and ou
Homnor. SR
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American Government - Civics

Signers of the Declaration of Independence

1.

s,

6.

7.

¥,

Choose a sigher of the DOI from the List on
page 47 in the textbook.

Research: where the person was from, what
they did as a profession, where they were borin
and their years of life, a fact about their
personal life, and how they were chosen to
sigh the Declaration (why they were there),
and, if possible, find information aboutb bheir
opinion toward declaring independence from
Britain, | :

Malke o Ios&er ncluding a portrait of the
person arawn by you. Include the
information in ?dsk #2 on the poster as well,

Total poinks = 46 (25.- oints for research, §
poinks for citing your facts, 15 points for
compLe&iou/ crea&'wiby/ hea&hess.g

Name of Person Chosen:

Due Date for mini project:

CLass time ko work on Ehis:
and

Questions:




na plece of paper copy the
'the Declaratlon in’ whlch

mprehensmn

amie the three “unalienable rights”

sted in the Declaration.

tom what source do.governments

:derlve their “just powers™?
ceording to the Declaration, what

Powers belong to the United States.
s “Frée and Independent States™?

'Crltlcal Thmkmg
. Recognlze Cause and Effect Why

do you.think the colonists were

“unhappy-with the fact that their

judges’ tenure and’ saiarles_were

- dependent onthe King? .

-Identlfymg Assumptions: Do: you
think that the words “all men are .

created equal® were intended to apply
to all those whio lived in the. colonies?
Which groups were most Iakely

not included?

. Drawmg COncIusmhs What evidence

is there that the colonists had already
and unsuccessfully voiced their con-
cerns to the king?

Cofitinental Congress, John
.Hancock was the first to sign’
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, approving it with his -
now-famous:signature.

Declaration of Independence 47
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CORE WORKSHEETA |
The Coming of Independence 3

Examine each cartoon and answer the questions that follow.

CARTOON 1: Join, or Die

1. What is the subject of the cartoon?

2. How would you sum up the point of the cartoon?

3. Which details stand out in the cartoon? Why?

4. Whose point of view does the cartoon take (i.e., the colonists’ or the British)?
How can you tell?

5. How might this subject have been portrayed from the opposite point of view?

6. Is the cartoon humorous? Explain your answer.
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CARTOON 2: O! The Fatal Stamp
An Emblem of the Effects of the Stamp

/—\.‘
—y

The Granger Collection, New York

1. What is the subject of the cartoon?

2. How would you sum up the point of the cartoon?

3. Which details stand out in the cartoon? Why?

4. Whose point of view does the cartoon take (i.e., the colonists’ or the British)?
How can you tell?

5. How might this subject have been portrayed from the opposite point of view?

) .
( o 6. Is the cartoon humorous? Explain your answer.
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CORE WORKSHEET B

The Coming of Independence

Read this account of the Boston Massacre from the journal of John Tudor, a resident
of Boston. Then answer the questions that follow.

“On Monday Evening the 5th current, a few Minutes after 9 O'Clock a most horrid
murder was committed in King Street before the Customhouse by 8 or 9 Soldiers
under the Command of Captlain] Tholmals Preston . ..

“This unhappy affair began by Some Boys & young fellows throwing Snow Balls at
the sentry placed at the Customhouse Door. On which 8 or 9 Soldiers Came to his
assistance. Soon after a Number of people collected, when the Capt commanded
the Soldiers to fire, which they did and 3 Men were Kill'd on the Spot & several
Mortafly Wounded. The Capt soon drew off his Soldiers . .. orthe Consequences
might have been terrible, for on the Guns firing the people were alarm’d & set the
Bells a Ringing as if for Fire, which drew Multitudes to the place of action.

“Lieut. Governor [Thomas] Hutchinson, who was commander in Chief, was sent
for. ... The Governor [asked] the Multitude about 10 O’Clock to separate & go home
peaceable & he would do all in his power that Justice should be done. ... The
people insisted that the Soldiers should be ordered to their Barracks 1st before they
would separate. Which being done the people separated about 1 O'Clock. . . . The
next forenoon the 8 Soldiers that fired on the inhabitants were also sent fo Jail.

“Tuesday A.M. the inhabitants met at Faneuil Hall. . . . Thelir] message [to
Hutchinson] was in these Words. That it is the unanimous opinion of this Meeting
that the inhabitants & soldiery can no longer live together in safety; . . . and that
we most fervently pray his Honor that his power & influence may be exerted for
their instant removal.” '

1. How would you describe the loyalties of the author of this account? How can
you tell?

2. Is the account impartial and even-handed? Explain your answer.
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CORE WORKSHEET B (continued)
' The Coming of Independence __ .3

3. What impact did this event have in colonial America? How might: this account
have influenced such an outcome?

4. How might this incident have been portrayed from the point of view of
Captain Preston? Write a brief account from the captain’s point of view.
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