115th United States Congress

115TH CONGRESS + DOMESTIC POLICY =~ ECONOMIC POLICY

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

The 115th
United
States
Congress is the current meeting of the legislative branch of the United
States federal government, composed of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

New members were elected on November 8, 2016. The 115th Congress
convened on January 3, 2017, and will conclude on January 3, 2019.

< 114th Congress 116th Congress —

Leadership

Senate

Position Representative Party

President of the Senate Mike Pence @ Republican
Senate Majority Leadership

President pro tempore  Orrin Hatch @ Republican

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell ﬁ Republican

Senate Majority Whip  John Cornyn @ Republican
Senate Minority Leadership

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer @ Democratic

Dick Durbin @ Democratic

Senate Minority Whip

House of Representatives

FOREIGN POLICY

Features of Congress

Background
Federal Election
Commission « Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee + National
Republican Congressional
Committee * Filing
requirements for
congressional candidates -
Classes of United States
Senators * Filling vacancies
in the U.S. Senate -
President Pro Tempore of
the Senate « United States
Speaker of the House *
Filibuster



Position Representative Party
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan & Republican
House Majority Leadership
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy # Republican
House Majority Whip ~ Steve Scalise @ Republican
House Minority Leadership
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi ® Democratic

House Minority Whip ~ Steny Hoyer & Democratic

Members

See also: List of current members of the U.S. Congress

Partisan balance

U.S. Senate Partisan Breakdown

Party As of April 2018 After the 2018 Election
Democratic Party 47 Pending
Republican Party 51 Pending
Independent 2 Pending

Total 100 100

U.S. House Partisan Breakdown

Party As of April 2018 After the 2018 Election
Democratic Party 192 Pending
Republican Party 237 Pending
Vacancies 6 0

Total 435 435

Special elections

See also: Special elections to the 115th United States Congress
(2017-2018)

Special elections made up the bulk of Ballotpedia's congressional
election coverage in 2017. Special elections to Congress occur when a
legislator resigns or is removed from office. Depending on the specific
state laws governing vacancies, a state can either hold an election within
the same calendar year or wait until the next regularly scheduled election.
In a presidential election year, such as 2016, it is normal for more special

Sessions
116th Congress + 115th
Congress + 114th Congress
* 113th Congress + 112th
Congress * 111th Congress
* 110th Congress

Analysis
Lifetime voting records «
Net worth of United States
Senators and
Representatives « Staff
salaries of United States
Senators and
Representatives - National
Journal vote ratings

115th Congress,
2017-2018
Issues

Domestic policy
Key votes * Energy and the
environment + Healthcare +

Immigration

Economic policy and
government
regulations

Key votes - Budget *
Financial policy « Taxes *
Trade



elections to take place for members of Congress chosen for Cabinet

positions.

Announced special elections

Foreign policy and
national security
Key votes + Iran nuclear

deal
The table below lists the announced special elections to the 115th United
States Congress:
|
_ Prior Primary Gene.ra Election , Partisan
District Election Winner .
Incumbent Date : Date Switch?
Candidates
Michigan's John August 7, . November . .
Pend Pending | Pend
13th Conyers Jr. 2018 el 6, 2018 4 g i
® Hiral
Arizona's Trent February |Tipirneni April 24, ; .
Pending | Pend
8th Franks | 27,2018 |@ Debbie 2018 g ng
Lesko
. Patrick May 8, ) August 7, . .
. P
Ohio's 12th Tiberi 2018 Pending 2018 Pending | Pending
u.s.
Senator August 14, . November : ;
ng | P
Tesin Al Franken 2018 Pending 6, 2018 Pending | Pending
Minnesota
U.S.
Senator Thad June 5 November
: . Pendi Bspdl
from Cochran 2018 Pending 6, 2018 ending | Pending
Mississippi
Prior special elections
, . General _ _
L Prior Primary i Election . Partisan
District Election Winner )
Incumbent | Date , Date Switch?
Candidates
@ Ron Estes
. ® Jim .
Mik : April 11, % Ron
Kansas' 4th e N/A  [Thompson o - ke No
Pompeo , 2017 Estes
Chris
Rockhold
@ Greg
Montana's At- s Gianforte May 25, | @ Greg ,
Ryan Zink N/A N
Large yan £inke ®RobQuist | 2017 |Gianforte| C
Mark Wicks




California's
34th

Xavier
Becerra

April 4,
2017

® Robert Lee
Ahn

@ Jimmy
Gomez

June 6,
2017

® Jimmy
Gomez

No

Georgia's 6th

Tom Price

April 18,
201711

® Jon Ossoff
@ Karen
Handel

June 20,
201712

@ Karen
Handel

No

South
Carolina's 5th

Mick
Mulvaney

May 2,
2017

® Archie
Parnell

@ Ralph
Norman

@ Five other
candidates

June 20,
2017

@ Ralph
Norman

No

U.S. Senator
from Alabama

Jeff
Sessions

August
15,2017

@ Roy Moore
® Doug Jones
@ Arlester
McBride

December
12, 2017

# Doug
Jones

Yes

Utah's 3rd

Jason
Chaffetz

August
15, 2017

@ John Curtis
@ Kathie Allen
1 Joe
Buchman

@ Jason
Christensen

@ Sean
Whalen

@ Jim Bennett

November
7,2017

@ John
Curtis

No

Pennsylvania's
18th

Tim
Murphy

N/A

@ Conor
Lamb

@ Rick
Saccone

March 13,
2018

& Conor
Lamb

Yes

On the issues

Throughout the course of the 115th Congress, we will be curating statements and reactions by
members of Congress on a variety of different policy areas and topics. Click on a tile below to read
about what members of the 115th Congress have said about the following issues.

("2017 (AFIGK)
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See also: e} votes: 115th Con_c;ress,”é()ir 7-2018

As of March 23, 2018, members of the 115th United States Congress had introduced 9,614 pieces of
legislation, and 584 of those received a vote. Ballotpedia identified 57 of those votes as key votes—
votes that help citizens understand where their legislators stand on major policy issues.[®!

l Congressional committees

U.S. Senate
Congressional committees (Senate)

Page:

United States Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs

United States Senate Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship

United States Senate Committee on Rules and Administration

United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate Committee on Intelligence (Select)

United States Senate Committee on Indian Affairs

United States Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

United States Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions

United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate Committee on Finance

United States Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works

United States Senate Committee on Ethics (Select)

United States Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources

United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

United States Senate Committee on Budget

United States Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs

United States Senate Committee on Armed Services




Page:

United States Senate Committee on Appropriations

United States Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

United States Senate Committee on Aging (Special)

U.S. House
Congressional committees (House)

Page:

United States House of Representatives Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Appropriations

United States House of Representatives Committee on Ways
and Means

United States House of Representatives Committee on Veterans'
Affairs

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure

United States House of Representatives Committee on Small
Business

United States House of Representatives Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology

United States House of Representatives Committee on Rules

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform

United States House of Representatives Committee on Natural
Resources

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Judiciary

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Intelligence (Permanent Select)

United States House of Representatives Committee on House
Administration

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Homeland Security

United States House of Representatives Committee on Foreign
Affairs




Page:

United States House of Representatives Committee on Financial
Services

United States House of Representatives Committee on Ethics

United States House of Representatives Committee on Energy
and Commerce

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Education and the Workforce

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Budget

United States House of Representatives Committee on Armed
Services

United States House of Representatives Committee on
Agriculture

Joint committees
Congressional committees (Joint)

Page:

United States Congress Joint Committee on Taxation

United States Congress Joint Economic Committee

United States Congress Joint Committee on the Library

United States Congress Joint Committee on Printing

Confirmation process

See also: Confirmation process overview for Donald Trump's Cabinet nominees

The 115th Congress was tasked with confirming President Donald Trump's Cabinet nominees. Before
a presidential Cabinet nominee could be confirmed by the U.S. Senate, he or she was required to
pass several rounds of investigation and review, beginning with the submission of a personal financial
disclosure report and a background check. The nominee was then evaluated in a committee hearing,
which allowed for a close examination of the nominee and his or her views on public policy.
Supporters and opponents of the nominee were also able to testify.*! Following the closing of
committee hearings, most committees had a set amount of time before a vote was taken on whether
the nominee was reported to the Senate favorably, unfavorably, or without recommendation.!

Analysis

Switching chambers
At the beginning of the 115th Congress, 50 of the 100 members of the U.S. Senate had previously



[, uoibije:

Aue yum paleljieun se Jjesley saquosep ‘(6-Zy) ewauls usisiAy ‘dey ‘ssaibuo)) jo Jaquisu

auo AjuQ "1Sl[esSISAIUN UBLIBLUM SUO pUB ‘SWiiSN|A OM] ‘SnpulH 821yl ‘sisiyppng 221yl os[e ale aiay ]
"ysimap aue sisquiaw jo soiad xis Alybnos sjiym ‘suensuy se Anuspl ssaibuo) jo wsoiad Q6 180

[g]'USW Yy s1 Jusdlad 99 Bulurewai sy} pue ‘sauoUIW 10 UsWom Jo dn apew

S| @SNOH 81 40 usolad ¢ ‘|[elonQ siequall 1997 Ajuado XIS Se ||om Se ‘Uslom g8 pue asnoy
38U} Ul S8IjIIoUIW DIUYLS IO [BI0.] $6 8le 8i8y] "usw auym S| jusedled ¢/ Bulurewss ey pue ‘senoulw
10 UsLWoMm Jo dn apew s| sjeuas ay} jo usoiad 9z ‘|leienQ "eleuss 8y} Jo Jequisw D1 g Ajlusdo
BUO pUB USWIOM | g OS|e 8Je 818y "SIOleUSS UBISY 98Iy} pue ‘Oluedsiy Jnoj yoe|q saiy) aJe aiay

‘Aioisiy
s,uoieu 8y} Ul ssaibuon) asiaealp 1sow ayl se ssaibuod) Uiyt eyl passedins ssalbuo) YyiGLL ayl

soydeisbowaqg

[g]’ UBdS awi 12y Ul 002'S9L$ 01 008 L7 L$ wouy Buioh Yesk

Kians paseasoul ssaibuo) salels pajun oyl o Jequaw e jo Alefes syl ‘9002-000g Wwold
Egm@z Jad 001'86$ paultes ssalbuon 1o siaguaw ‘06681 Ul

1] feeA 1ad 000°'G$ paules ssaibuo) Jjo siequisw ‘/8| U

[ WeIp Jad 9$ e peAigoel sselbuo) Jo s1oquisw ‘681 Ul =

‘siequisw sseibuo) sajels pauun Lo Alejes syl INoge S1oe) [eol0ISIY SWosS

[ 005°€22$
SoAle0al 8SNOH 8y} Jo Jexeads ay] "00t'S61$ aA1eoa) ‘eiodwae) oid Jusepisaid ay] se |jom se

siepes| Aiwouiw pue Aylolew sjeuss teah Jad 000y LS pred aie ssaibuos Jo siequsw ‘gL0g 10 sy

Aiejes

"SjesooWws(g 8yl YUm pasnoned oym sjuspuadspul oMl SU} JO SUO PuB ‘SieIoowa( SleusS
9v Jo gg ‘sueoljgndey s1euag gS JO /g papnjoul siy] ‘seAleluasalday 0 8SNoH 'S’ Syl Ul paAlas

3

“[D=p1o8;ssa1Suo)y " sareIspalun "y [/810 vipadiofeq,/:sdny eipadioj[eg - $S2ISUOD) SIS PAIUN) YIST]



